As a resident of this county for more than 30 years, I have seen it grow and change from sleepy suburbia to a vibrant more urban area of a million residents.  I applaud many of these changes.  However I do not applaud gridlock, nor the devastation to habitat and waterways that the construction of the ICC has created.  If this road had not been built we could have constructed both the Purple Line and the Corridor Cities Transit Way with little environmental destruction.  As a county we have been frequently short sighted and developed communities with inadequate infrastructure. 

We need to create a livable community with a balance of adequate, affordable housing, substantial employment and good schools throughout the area.  I am committed to retaining the agricultural reserve with its 33,000 acres of parks and 500 + farms and 15,000 horses as it contributes millions to our economy.  We cannot simply demand increased density without making it livable; I do not want to see concrete canyons define our county.  So we must have not only smart growth, we need wise growth and that is where I differ from many others. As a former President of the Greater Olney Civic Association I know well that real people living in real neighborhoods come to Montgomery County for many reasons, a prime one being to find a livable area with high standards for satisfaction and quality of life concerns.  It is important to me to keep this quality of life as we move forward.
Sharon Dooley
